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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE GRANTSVILLE CITY 

COUNCIL HELD WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2000. 

 

Mayor and Council Present: Mayor Merle Cole. Council Members: Byron Anderson, 

Craig Anderson, Kevin Hall, Justin Linares and Karen Watson. 

 

Appointed officers and employees present: Wendy Palmer, City Recorder, Attorney 

Ronald Elton. 

 

Citizens and Guests: Joe Borgenicht (press), Jerry Wickam and Boy Scout Troop 378, 

Troop 9321, Connie and Dennis Blowers, Mrs. Hiatt, Kary and Darrell Yates, David 

Fawson, Penney and Richard Anderson, Paul Matthews, Jack Allred, Chris Williams, 

Terry Linares, Edward Watson, Joe Cange, Bruce Clegg, Howard Clegg, Alan Johnson, 

Laverne Hunt, Junie Gay Anderson, Arnie Hunt, Floyd Hunt, Don Hunt, Rosemary 

Anderson, Mr. & Mrs. Richmond, Peter & Ora George. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS BEGIN AT 7:10 P.M.: 

 

a. Consideration of adopting a two-year guarantee period following the installation 

of improvements in subdivisions: Mayor Cole stated that currently the city requires 

a one-year guarantee of subdivision off site improvements. The Public Works 

Director recommends that the city increase the guarantee period to two years.  Some 

of the off site improvements that have been installed are failing in the second year.  

Mayor asked for any comment.  No comment being offered the Mayor closed the 

public hearing at 7:11 p.m. 

b. Consideration of defining natural landscape: Mayor asked Craig to explain the 

Planning Commissions recommendations.  Craig stated that the Planning Commission 

wants to be able to determine what is natural landscape on a case by case basis during 

the subdivision/Planned Unit Development process.  The Planning Commission could 

allow for natural areas that are not irrigated and left natural.  Mayor asked for any 

comment.  No comment being offered the Mayor closed this public hearing at 7:13 

p.m. 

c. Consideration of zone change from A-10 to RR-1 at approximately 1160 West 

Main Street: Craig explained that this zone change consists of 20 acres.  It was asked 

if this fits in the new proposed general plan for density?  It was determined that the 

new general plan designates this area for low density residential.  Peter George who is 

a petitioner for the zone change stated that they originally asked for a ½ acre zone but 

the Planning Commission recommended a one acre zone and they were OK with that 

decision.  Mayor asked for any further comment?  No further comment being offered 

the Mayor closed this public hearing at 7:16 p.m. 

d. Consideration of amending the property tax levy for Grantsville City: Mayor 

explained that Tooele County has just submitted the property tax information to the 

City.  The city is required to adopt a budget prior to the end of June of each year.  The 

city adopted last years tax levy for this year during the budget process because Tooele 

County could not provide us with the appropriate information in time for the budget 

adoption.  This proposed tax levy is .00346 and the previously adopted tax levy is 

.003752.  The new proposed tax levy matches the budget that Grantsville City 

adopted.  The Mayor asked for any comment on the reduction of property tax levy?  

No comment being offered, the Mayor closed the public hearing at 7:18 p.m. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS: 

 

August 16, 2000: Karen made the motion to approve the minutes of the regular City 

Council meeting held August 16, 2000 as amended.  Seconded by Craig.  All voted in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

August 17, 2000: Justin made a motion to approve the minutes of the special meeting of 

the City Council held August 17, 2000 as amended.  Seconded by Karen.  All voted in 

favor, motion carried. 
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August 22, 2000: Kevin asked the Recorder to clarify some of his statements in the 

minutes.  The Recorder stated that she did not feel that she could do that since she was 

not at this meeting taking the minutes.  The Recorder stated that she would have the 

Zoning Administrator contact Kevin to correct the minutes.  Craig made the motion to 

table approval of the minutes of the work meeting between the City Council and the 

Planning Commission.  Seconded by Kevin.  All voted in favor, motion carried. 

 

YOUTH CITY COUNCIL SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATION: Rosemary Anderson 

the Youth City Council Advisor informed those present that Jamie Richmond has been 

awarded the Presidential Youth Community Service Scholarship.  Jamie was not present 

tonight so her parents were here to accept the scholarship for her. The Presidential Youth 

Community Service Scholarship requires that the youth invest 200 hours or more 

performing community service.  Mrs. Anderson stated that this scholarship is a matching 

scholarship of $500.00.  The Youth City Council provides the matching funds so that 

Jamie’s scholarship is a total of $1,000.00.  Mayor Cole presented the check to Mr. & 

Mrs. Richmond. 

 

GRANTSVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT: No one was present for this issue. 

 

GRANTSVILLE DANCE AND ART COMPANY CONTRACT: Byron and the 

Recorder stated that the proposed contract has just been completed and the Dance 

Company has not had a chance to look at it.  Recorder Palmer stated that she took into 

consideration the utilities and $100 dollar rent figure that they paid last year and came up 

with a $15.00 per hour rental rate.  Attorney Elton stated that he has included that the city 

has the first right of refusal use of the Recreation Center.  The contract is written for a 

one-year term.   

 

EDWARD WATSON: 

a. Discussion of Status of West Street: Mr. Watson asked if West Street’s status is a 

Class C road?  The Mayor stated yes.  Mr. Watson stated that West Street is as busy as 

Main Street.  There is heavy traffic traveling at high speeds and the shoulders are in bad 

condition.  The main part of the pavement is not level.    Mayor stated that there is no 

plan in this year’s budget to perform any work on West Street.  Mr. Watson stated that 

the Class C funds are to be used only on collector roads.  Mr. Watson was informed that 

all of the streets in Grantsville City are considered Class C and the funds can be used on 

any of them.   

 

Westside Auto Wrecking Fencing Requirement: Mr. Watson stated that ten years ago 

Westside Auto Wrecking was required by the City to fence their wrecking yard.  Mr. 

Watson stated that they were required to fence one side a year and given 48 months to 

complete the fencing around their wrecking yard.  Mr. Watson asked who is supposed to 

follow up on compliance of the city’s requirements?  Mr. Watson stated that he thought 

that there was a condition use permit issued.  Craig stated that the Hunt’s did not have a 

conditional use permit and that they are a “Grandfathered” Use.   

 

Arnie and Don Hunt stated that because of the irrigation sprinklers flooding the east 

property line they have been unable to clear out the tires and old fence to install a new 

fence.  Arnie stated that he felt that the flooding of this area was a deliberate act to keep 

them from fencing.  Mr. Hunt stated that the other three sides of their property are fenced 

and they really want the fence to be completed to prevent theft.  

 

Mr. Watson stated that the water is off between October and April each year.  They could 

have fenced then. 

 

Mayor asked Attorney Elton to research the issue and present an opinion for the next City 

Council meeting. 

 

BUSINESS LICENSES:   

a. Russell A. Jones – 66 N. 360 East. – Internet Business: Craig explained that Mr. 

Jones received a conditional use permit for this business.  Craig made the motion to 

approve the business license for Russell A. Jones at 66 N. 360 E.  Seconded by 

Kevin.  All voted in favor, motion carried. 
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b. B.J. Castagno – 333 E. Main Street – General Contractor: Craig stated that Mr. 

Castagno received a conditional use permit for this home occupation.  Mr. Castagno 

will not have any equipment at this address and will perform work off site.  Kevin 

made the motion to approve B.J. Castagno’s business license at 333 E. Main Street.  

Seconded by Justin.  All voted in favor, motion carried. 

c. Connie Blowers – 228 S. 1160 W. – Kennel License: Recorder Palmer explained 

that Mrs. Blowers has received approval from the Tooele County Health Department 

and the Grantsville City Animal Control Department. Mrs. Blowers explained that 

she has plenty of room for the animals.  Craig made the motion to approve the Kennel 

License for Connie Blowers at 228 S. 1160 W.  Seconded by Kevin.  All voted in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS: 

a. Ordinance 2000-23 – Craig made the motion seconded by Justin to adopt Ordinance 

2000-35 eliminating the Rm-30 zone from the Land Use Management Code.  All 

voted in favor, motion carried. 

b. Ordinance 2000-24- Kevin made the motion to adopt ordinance 2000-36 changing 

the zone from A-10 to R1-12. This zone change is in conformance with the proposed 

zoning designation for this area in the new proposed General Plan.  Seconded by 

Justin.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

c. Ordinance 2000-25- Kevin made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2000-37 that adds 

the ability for raising of animals for family food production and horses in the R1-12 

zone.  Seconded by Craig.  All voted in favor, motion carried. 

d. Ordinance 2000-26 – Kevin made the motion to approve Ordinance 2000-38 

abandoning Clay Street East of Booth.  Seconded by Craig.  Karen stated that Robert 

Lawrence asked her if the city was going to be responsible for the run off water?  

Attorney Elton stated that once the road is abandoned the city has no further 

responsibility unless we generate the run off somewhere else.  All voted in favor, 

motion carried. 

e. Resolution 2000-11 – Justin made the motion to set the property tax levy at .00346 

for the fiscal year 2000-2001.  Seconded by Karen.  All voted in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF RURAL ROAD STANDARDS: Craig stated that his plan is 

to add the rural road standard to the existing road standards.  The rural road standard 

would have an 80-foot right-of-way with 24 feet of asphalt. On each side of the asphalt 

would be a 2-foot cement retainer. This would provide for a total width of 28 feet of hard 

surface.  Craig stated that the 80-foot right-of-way would allow for a shallow drainage 

swell that can be utilized as a path for walking or horseback riding.  The lots on the rural 

road would have to be a minimum of 100 feet in width or wider.  Craig stated that this 

standard would provide for the rural look like the old part of town.  Craig stated that if we 

don’t provide for a rural road standard then we should throw out the large lot portion of 

the general plan and design for an urban community.  Because it is not economically 

feasible to build large lots and bringing in curb, gutter, sidewalk with 36 foot paved 

streets. The developers won’t do it.  Byron asked Craig how he came up with the 80-foot 

right-of-way?  Craig stated that using some of the standard that he has read and providing 

for the shallow drainage swells. Byron asked how having an 80-foot right-of-way give 

the community a rural feel? Craig stated that this width provides for a rural feel because 

the homes are farther apart.  Craig stated that the subdivisions would not need to require a 

larger set back in their subdivisions like Anderson Ranch who has a 50-foot set back 

requirement to achieve this same rural feel.  Craig stated that the narrower the asphalt or 

hard surface allows for better storm drainage control.  Byron asked where are we going to 

apply this standard?  Craig stated that this standard could be applied anywhere that a 

development wants to comply with the 100’ lot width requirement.  Mayor asked Craig if 

Joel and Engineer Craig Neeley has looked at it.  Craig stated that Craig Neeley has 

looked at it and did not recommend the hard surface to be less than 30 feet wide.  Craig 

stated that his opinion that the hard surface requirement does not mean asphalt only.  

Craig stated that he felt that the concrete retainer should be considered as part of the 

width of hard surface.  Craig stated that Joel has a copy of this plan.  Kevin stated that he 

talked with Joel last night and Joel informed him that he has not seen this plan.  Craig 

stated that he gave it to him and if he hasn’t reviewed it maybe he should be ordered to. 

Karen stated that she was concerned about the snow removal.  Justin stated that he would 
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like Joel to review this plan and get his comments.  Kevin stated that he has debated this 

issue for a long time.  Kevin stated that he is not against a rural road standard but he was 

dismayed that Craig has gone forward with this issue after Craig, Joel and himself had 

agreed in a meeting together, that they would wait on this issue until after the General 

Plan.  Craig stated that this issue in his mind has to be worked out prior to the General 

Plan being adopted.  Kevin stated that Joel has recommended that we not narrow the 

pavement to less than 30 feet.  Kevin stated that at road school this year he learned that 

gravel shoulder costs more to maintain than asphalt shoulders.  Kevin stated that we need 

to do what is less expensive for the taxpayer.  Craig complimented Kevin in taking better 

care of the shoulders of the roads this year.  Craig stated that the portion of Willow Street 

South of Durfee has asphalt widths of 28 feet and this area is just as nice as the 36 feet of 

asphalt.  The problem is that the drainage swells are too steep.  Mayor stated that Apple 

Street between Hale and Park Streets is the best looking street in town.  It is wide, paved 

curb to curb with a park strip.  Mayor recommend that Kevin, Craig, Joel the engineer 

and himself get together in two weeks to come up with a rural road standard.  Mayor 

stated that he would set the meeting up when he gets back from vacation. 

 

APPEAL OF PLANNING COMMISSION DENIAL FOR MATTHEWS 

SUBDIVISION: Craig made the motion to classify this subdivision like a minor 

subdivision because it is creating 6 new lots. Due to this classification the requirement for 

providing indoor and outdoor water prior to approval of the subdivision is waived.  

Seconded by Byron.  All voted in favor, motion carried. 

 

Craig made the motion to approve the 26-foot asphalt road with 2-foot retention strips on 

each side of the asphalt road as part of the PUD waiver for Matthews Subdivision, and 

accept the road as a city street. Also to waive the curb, gutter, and sidewalk requirement 

until such time the city deems necessary by signing the waiver forms at the time of the 

building permit purchase. These waivers are based on the fact that there is no curb, gutter, 

and sidewalk to connect to on Willow Street, and the fact that the current width of 

Willow Street is only 24 feet wide.  Mayor stated that we should not be looking back on 

what the city has done in the past we should look forward to what we want.  Seconded by 

Byron.  Kevin stated that he wanted to let those present know that he does not have 

anything against the Matthews Subdivision but he feels strongly that consistency is 

important. The road standard has not been waived since it was adopted.  Karen asked 

Chris Williams if he knew how narrow Orchard Lane was?  Mr. Williams did not know.  

Karen stated that this road is too narrow.  Justin how do you decide once you have made 

an exception, when to apply the exception to the next situation?  Penny Anderson of 

Anderson Ranch Subdivision stated that her roads are 32 feet wide.  Vote is as follows: 

For – Craig, Byron and Karen.  Opposed – Kevin and Justin.  Motion carried. 

 

GRANTSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL REQUEST FOR FEE WAIVERS: Craig made 

the motion to waive the same fee this year for the Grantsville High School construction 

project as were waived last year for the same program.  Seconded by Kevin.  All voted in 

favor, motion carried.  Principal Terry Linares stated that she was grateful for the city’s 

willingness to cooperate with the school.  This program has grown to 60 students this 

year and because of its success Tooele High School is now starting a program like it.  

Karen commended Chris and the work that he has done with the youth. She said that the 

home is very lovely and well built. 

 

KARY YATES – MAIN STREET ACCESS IMPROVEMENT RECOVERY 

RIGHT REQUEST: Kary and Darrell Yates presented the cost figures for the 

improvement of Main Street access.  Attorney Elton stated that the city has adopted a 

recovery right process for the Yates to follow and they need to present their figures to the 

Recorder to be reviewed by an engineer to figure any recovery rights.  Craig made the 

motion to accept the petition for recovery right for the Main Street access and forward the 

calculations to the engineer for review.  Seconded by Justin.  All voted in favor, motion 

carried.   

 

GENERAL PLAN CONSIDERATION: Mayor stated that the proposed General Plan 

is not ready and recommended that the Planner Bruce Parker take the amendments and 

include them in the original book for adoption at the next City Council meeting.  Kevin 

made the motion to table the General Plan until the next City Council meeting.  Seconded 
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by Karen.  Craig stated there are major subdivisions pending and the Council needs to 

come up with a formula to accommodate them or deny their final plats.  The Proposed 

General Plan does not support the density the pending subdivisions have been working 

toward.  These subdivisions are waiting for final plat and zoning approvals. 

All voted in favor, motion carried. 

 

OLD LINCOLN WATER LINE CONNECTIONS: Mayor stated that the only 

incentive he could come up with for the Old Lincoln Highway residents to hook onto the 

water line, was to offer a payment plan over time.   

 

CONSIDERATION OF WATER ISSUES: Kevin made a motion to table the water 

issues until a work meeting to be held September 26, 2000 at 7:30 p.m.  Seconded by 

Craig.  All voted in favor, motion carried.  Recorder was to publish the agenda to provide 

for a vote to be taken that night.  The Council set a goal that they would not leave this 

meeting until a decision is made. 

 

DONATION FOR AMY CHRISTIANSEN PALMER: Karen stated that at the Amy 

Palmer day events Ferris Williams challenged the city to match the Soil Conservation 

donation of $2000.00.  Byron stated that enough money has been raised for Amy to go to 

the Olympic games with change.  The city supported the Amy Palmer Day with the use 

of the facilities, maintenance personnel, and providing tents.  Karen made the motion to 

donate $2000 to Amy Palmer in support of her Olympic trip to Sydney, Australia.  Justin 

stated that we would not want to end this positive effort on a negative note.  Justin stated 

that he felt that the city has supported Amy and would hate to see the Council put in a 

position of saying no to a donation.  Karen stated that she would withdraw her motion. 

Recorder will have a tally of the expenses the city has incurred on behalf of Amy Palmer. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF PART TIME CLERK/OFFICE ASSISTANT: Mayor stated 

that he has not done anything about this issue. 

 

SESQUICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION: Mayor informed the Council that he spent 

time at the Elementary School 5
th

 Grade and challenged them to come up with ideas for 

celebrating the sesquicentennial of the founding of Grantsville. 

 

Karen stated that the Heritage Play is having a struggle getting enough men to play the 

parts. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS: Justin made the motion to approve the bills.  Seconded by 

Craig.  All voted in favor, motion carried. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: Mayor asked Craig to represent Grantsville City as a delegate at 

the Utah League of Cities and Towns convention. Mayor stated that he would be out of 

town that week.  Mayor stated that the sewer-cleaning project is under way.  

 

Mayor stated that we need to look at the storm drainage master plan and start working it.  

The last rainstorm brought storm water across SR 138 and the Old Lincoln Highway into 

some yards.  Kevin asked if the owner of the property that cleared the property and then 

left it barren had some responsibility in the flooding of yards?  If the land had not been 

cleared of sagebrush, the run off would have been lessened.  

 

Byron asked for clarification of the one hundred-foot rule for horses?  Kevin explained 

that the footprint of a possible home has to be taken into consideration when allowing a 

conditional use for animals on an adjoining lot.  The animals must be 100 feet from the 

minimum footprint of a house on a neighboring vacant lot. 

 

 

Karen suggested that the city place identifying stickers on all of the city equipment and 

vehicles.  Recorder Palmer will inform the Public Works Director. 
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Kevin informed the Council that Mr. Bowen who was offered the Foreman position has 

declined the offer.  Kevin stated he would like to see the more emphasis on supervisor 

skills and less on the certification requirements.  Karen stated that we really need to be 

careful about changing the job requirement midstream.  We have disqualified candidates 

based on the previous requirements.  Mayor approved to have the job opening advertised 

beginning tomorrow. 

 

Ron stated that Tooele City purchased over a million dollars of water from Darrell 

Nielson. 

 

ADJOURN: Justin made the motion to adjourn this meeting at 10:30 p.m.  Seconded by 

Craig.  All in favor, motion carried.   

 

 

____________________________  _______________________________ 

Wendy Palmer, Recorder   Merle E. Cole, Mayor 


